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Major Contributions to SDL:

Advances in philosophical foundations and qualitative 

research methods

Significant influence on the instruction of graduate study 

and professional development, specifically her 

mentorship through the Houle Scholars Program and 

international support of future scholars

Co-authored book Learning in Adulthood

Leadership in the Adult Education Research Conference 

(AERC) and the Commission of Professors of Adult 

Education (CPAE)

Co-editor of the Adult Education Quarterly, the 1990 

Handbook of Adult and Continuing Education, and the 

Professional Practices in Adult Education and Lifelong 

Learning

Background: Dr. Sharan Merriam is Professor Emeritus in Adult Education and Qualitative Research at the University of Georgia. She received a 

Doctor of Education in Adult Education from Rutgers University, a Master of Education in English Education from Ohio State University, and a Bachelor of 

Arts in English Literature from Drew University.    
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ISSDL:

Dr. Sharan Merriam is a 2009 recipient of the Malcolm 

Knowles Memorial Self-Directed Learning Award. She is a 

current member of the Editorial Board of the International 

Journal of Self-Directed Learning. 
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Recommendations:

Continuance of empirically based research on SDL

Lifetime Achievements and Awards:

Fulbright Scholar to Malaysia

Awarded the Houle World Award for Outstanding Literature for three of her books


