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Major Contributions to SDL:

Supporting graduation requirements based on SDL 

proficiency demonstration by students.

Instructional climate and methods for adolescents.

Promoting SDL “how to” via written word.

Shaping school designs to integrate deeper learning 

practices high in student agency, leading to self-directed 

learners as key outcomes.
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School, Illinois. Since 2009, he continues to serve as the Executive Director of the Illinois Consortium for 21st Century Schools. He has been a Senior Fellow of 

the Partnership for 21st Century Learning, DC, for the past four years. He has also worked with MindQuest21 PBL since 2013.
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ISSDL:

Dr. James Bellanca is a 2013 recipient of the Malcolm Knowles 

Memorial Self-Directed Learning Award. 
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Recommendations: 

How does SDL/student agency enhance K-12 learning?

• school’s and teacher’s role/methods 

• SDL characteristics 

• desired learner outcomes 

• student’s role and behaviors

• role of collaboration 

• methods: PBL, Inquiry, personalized plans

• technology as sole or embedded tool

• effects of PBL and SDL on student agency

Current SDL Research and Application:

Developing self-directed learning for K-12: the process, methods, and outcomes.

Enabling student agency: a 21st Century result

Creating deeper learners via student agency


